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St. Catwg                District of Gelligaer           St. Margaret 
 
SUNDAY 19TH OCTOBER 2025 -    
THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY  
after TRINITY 

 
We are a welcoming Christian community serving the people of the District of Gelligaer. 

 
 

Priest: Fr Gary Powell                         Reader: Carolyn Corbin 
 

 

Dear friends,  
I hope that you are all well and that you have all had a good week. We 
extend a warm welcome to everyone. Please join us for worship. 
Please keep this newsletter and see our parish website and parish 
Facebook page which for information of our weekly services and 
forthcoming events and devotional aids 
 

Your friend and priest, Fr Gary Powell 
 

In today’s Gospel, we read the Parable of the Persistent Widow, 

which teaches the importance of constant, persistent prayer and faith, even 

when facing obstacles or delays, because God is a loving and just Father who 

will eventually grant justice to his persistent followers, unlike the corrupt 

judge in the parable. We are encouraged as believers not to lose heart but to 

continue praying, contrasting the unrighteous human judge with the perfectly 

just God. 

Carolyn 
 

Worship Through the Week.  

 

S. Catwg’s Church, Gelligaer: 
 

Sunday 11.00am    Sung Eucharist 
Thursday 10.00am     Holy Eucharist 

 

S. Margaret’s Church, Gilfach: 
 

Sunday 9.30am   Sung Eucharist 
Wednesday 10.00am     Holy Eucharist 

 
 

 

Everyone is welcome to join us for worship during the week and our social 
groups and meetings. Further details on the back of this newsletter. 

 

 
 

Pm 
 

 
 

SAMARITAN PURSE 
Unfortunately, time has run away with us this year and we have missed 

the opportunity to organise the Shoebox Appeal.  However, we have 
decided to hold a collection to support the valuable work of Samaritan 

Purse. Donations can be made to Cheryl and Jeanette. 
 

 
Autumn Fayre 

Our Autumn Fayre  takes place on the 25th of October at St. Margaret’s 
Church, Gilfach, from 11.00am to 1.00pm.   

There will be a list in both churches of items that are needed for the 
Fayre. We would appreciate any help to make this a success.  Many 

thanks as always for your support.   June and the social team x 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church groups and Community groups – what’s on! 
 

Friends of Gilfach 
Hold their monthly QUIZ AFTERNOON 

on Tuesday25th October at St. 
Margaret's Church, Gilfach at 2.00pm 

 

 
 

Community Dance Group 
Meet each Monday at 10.30am at  

St. Margaret’s Church.  
All are welcome!!  

 

Bargoed Community Choir.  
We meet each Thursday, during term time, 

at St. Margaret’s Church, Gilfach  
10.00 to 11.30 am. 
  All are welcome!!  

Everyone is welcome to join us for any of our groups and social meetings. 

 

Scan to view our website. 

DEVOTIONAL MATERIAL AND OTHER USEFUL 
INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND ON THE FOLLOWING 

WEBSITES: 
 

www.parishofgelligaer.org.uk (scan the QR Code)             
Parish of Gelligaer Facebook page 

llandaff.churchinwales.org.uk /  churchinwales.org.uk 

 

    Priest: Fr Gary Powell, The Rectory, Church Road, Gelligaer, CF82 8FW 
Telephone: 01443 832119    /    Email: GaryPowell@cinw.org.uk 
Please do not hesitate to contact Fr Gary in the event of sickness or other need. 

For enquires regarding Baptisms and weddings or spiritual guidance please contact Fr Gary. 
We are here to help.  

Church News / Notices. 

‘Taff Rhymney Ministry Area registered as charitable incorporated organisation in England & Wales. 
Registered Charity No. 1208522 

Principal Office: The Vicarage, Cedar Way, Ystrad Mynach, CF82 7DR. 



The Liturgy of the Word. 
 
 

Collect:  Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us your gift of faith that, forsaking 
what lies behind and reaching out to that which is before, we may run the way of your 
commandments and win the crown of everlasting joy; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.   Amen. 

A reading from the book of Genesis                                                       32. 22-31 
The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven 
children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the 
stream, and likewise everything that he had.  Jacob was left alone; and a man 
wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did not prevail against 
Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he 
wrestled with him. Then he said, ‘Let me go, for the day is breaking.’ But Jacob said, 
‘I will not let you go, unless you bless me.’ So, he said to him, ‘What is your name?’ 
And he said, ‘Jacob.’ Then the man said, ‘You shall no longer be called Jacob, but 
Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.’ Then 
Jacob asked him, ‘Please tell me your name.’ But he said, ‘Why is it that you ask my 
name?’ And there he blessed him. So, Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, ‘For I 
have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.’ The sun rose upon him as 
he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. before him and said, ‘Now I know that 
there is no God in all the earth except in Israel. 
’This is the Word of the Lord.                                                       Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 121       
   
Response:   My help comes from the Lord who made heav’n and earth. 
 
I lift my eyes to the hills-                                                                                                                                                
from where will my help come?                                                                                                                                           
My help comes from the Lord,                                                                                                                                 
who made heaven and earth.  (R) 
 

He will not let your foot be moved;                                                                                                                                                          
he who keeps you will not slumber.                                                                                                                                    
He who keeps Israel                                                                                                                                                       
will nether slumber not sleep.   (R) 
 

The Lord is your keeper;                                                                                                                                                
the Lord is your shade at your right hand.                                                                                                                        
The sun shall not strike you by day                                                                                                                                               
nor the moon by night.         (R) 
 

The Lord will keep you from evil;                                                                                                                                    
He will keep your life.                                                                                                                                                    
The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in                                                                                                                                                           
from this time on and for ever more.         (R) 

 
 
A reading from Paul’s second letter to Timothy.                                     3.14 - 4.5 
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings 
that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is 
inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 
in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped 
for every good work.  In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the 
living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge 
you: proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favourable or 
unfavourable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching. 
For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having 
itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, 
and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. As for you, 
always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your 
ministry fully. 
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                      Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?’’ 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to St. Luke                                 18. 1-8 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 
He said, ‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect 
for people. In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, “Grant 
me justice against my opponent.” For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, 
“Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow 
keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by 
continually coming.” ’ And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge says. And 
will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he 
delay long in helping them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, 
when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?’’ 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                            Praise to you, O Christ. 

Readings, Psalm and Gospel for Today. 
 


